Development Report 2007/2008

Coach education

Welsh Triathlon has become the first region in Britain to get approved centre status to be able to run coach education courses independently of British Triathlon.

Courses run during 2007/2008 financial year

Level 1 North Wales.

Level 1 Cardiff.

Level 1 Pembrokeshire – First ever course run in West Wales.

Level 3 Cardiff – first Level 3 ever in Wales, one of only 3 across Britain.

Along with this, the most comprehensive programme of coach education ever in Wales, a postponed level 2 will run in the near future in the Cardiff area as will another level 1 in North Wales.

During the 2007/08 period a large number of Welsh Triathlon members have benefited from the Student Bursary and Level 3 schemes, supported by coaching Wales. These schemes have meant large subsidies for eligible people to take part in coach education. 

Accreditation

STAR – 2 clubs accredited – Celtic Tri, NEWT

- 6 Clubs registered – Cardiff, Pencoed, UWIC, Cerist, Pembs, Carneddau, 

Un, Dau, TRI – 2 clubs accredited – Celtic Tri, Cardiff Juniors

 - 2 Clubs registered – Pembs, Carneddau, 

A number of clubs are near completion and it is believed that a further 2 clubs will achieve STAR and 1 club achieve UDT before the end of the financial year.

Participation

A great deal of work has been done by a number of parties to ensure that the 2008 race calendar will be the most comprehensive ever seen in Wales. There are number of new events for all levels of participation. These include;

New pool based aquathlons, including 1 aimed at novices – 5 races

A new open Water aquathlon series – 5 races

A new duathlon – 1 race

New open water triathlons – 3 races

A new open water aquathlon – 1 race

Other

The three coaching coordinators continue to work at a regional level, directly with the clubs. A number of new and exciting initiatives have come about directly through their work, these include;

A new club will soon be affiliated.

New CPD opportunities in all regions.

Regional forums

Mentoring schemes

The 2007 Corus elite national championships were held in Bryn Bach Park during 2007. This provided a true spectacle for Wales and will again be held at the venue during 2008. Furthermore it has been recently announced that this is to be the venue for the 2008 elite duathlon championship at what is fast becoming one of the premier venue for triathlon in the UK.

Wales will again be hosting a ‘Corus kids of steel’ event in the south Wales area. Last year this event attracted approximately 300 children in the Newport area.

2008 saw the first of the regional academies take place in Swansea, which seek to develop both coaches and young athletes across Wales.

