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President’s Address 2008 Welsh Triathlon AGM
…..and now we are one year old, although British Triathlon in general can lay claim to a quarter of a century of triathlon racing on British soil in early June this year! 
 

Welsh Triathlon has already contributed in various ways to our growth 
at Board level, through Dean Hardie, as we seek to raise the standards of ethical governance, 
to BTF initiatives in major events, age group management and performance, and 
of course at elite level.….
Wales can boast several ITU World Champions too from Great Britain’s stunning range of age group and elite successes in 2007! All of this relies on the core work carried out in the Welsh clubs, at the races all over Wales, and supported by the staff, Welsh Coaches, Referees and especially the Welsh Board. 
The Welsh Corus Kids of Steel and the Corus Elite Series events, with the latter serving as the elite National Championships, contributed significantly to the portfolio of events that offer opportunities for the youngest to the talented developers to the best in the world! Our elite athletes were thrilled with the opportunity to race on such a tough course at Bryn Bach, with great TV coverage on Channel 4 too. Corus are hoping that you will all convince large numbers of their employees in Newport to discover triathlon and join Welsh Triathlon, so please help and start spreading the good news! 
 

We say goodbye to Chris Jones, with much gratitude, as he moves on from various BTF jobs, running our Swansea Centre and latterly the entire Senior Women’s Programme, and wish him all the best with his future activities. We are delighted, however, that he will continue to advise BTF on certain coaching matters. Fortunately, Rick Velati has been selected to join UK Sport’s Elite Coaching Programme, and so Wales will most certainly benefit from this too.
The BTF Board of Directors is looking forward to holding our first Board meeting in Wales, in July, alongside the 2008 Corus Elite Series Race at Bryn Bach. We thank the Welsh sponsors in advance, including our hosts in Blaenau Gwent Council, and intend to take the opportunity to interact with the members of the Welsh Triathlon Board too.

 

I wish you all the best for this coming year and wise deliberations today too!
Yours respectfully,
 

Dr. Sarah Springman OBE
President
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